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“We are delighted that a significant per-
centage of our historical records will now also 
be available via MyHeritage,” said Avraham Groll, 
Executive Director of JewishGen. “The collabora-
tion with MyHeritage will help millions of people 
across the world learn more about their Jewish 
roots.”

MyHeritage is the leading global discovery 
platform for exploring family history. With bil-
lions of historical records and family tree profiles, 
and with sophisticated matching technologies 
that work across all its assets, MyHeritage allows 
users to discover their past and empower their 
future. MyHeritage DNA is one of the world’s larg-
est consumer DNA databases. MyHeritage is the 
most popular DNA test and family history service 
in Europe. Since 2020, MyHeritage is home to the 
world’s most advanced AI technologies for ani-
mating, repairing, enhancing, and colorizing his-
torical photos.www.myheritage.com 

 JewishGen was founded in 1987 and serves 
as the global home for Jewish genealogy. Featuring 
unparalleled access to more than 30 million re-

cords, it offers unique search tools, along with op-
portunities for researchers to connect with others 
who share similar interests. There is no charge to 
access JewishGen’s resources. JewishGen is an af-
filiate of the Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living 
Memorial to the Holocaust. For more information, 
visit: www.jewishgen.org

The Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living 
Memorial to the Holocaust is New York’s contri-
bution to the global responsibility to never forget. 
The Museum is committed to the crucial mission 
of educating diverse visitors about Jewish life be-
fore, during, and after the Holocaust. The third-
largest Holocaust museum in the world and the 
second-largest in North America, the Museum 
of Jewish Heritage anchors the southernmost 
tip of Manhattan, completing the cultural and 
educational landscape it shares with the Statue 
of Liberty and Ellis Island. The Museum receives 
general operating support from the New York 
City Department of Cultural Affairs and New York 
State Council on the Arts. For more information, 
visit mjhnyc.org.

MyHeritage Adds Millions of Jewish Historical Records in Collaboration 
with JewishGen
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WJCS Among Those Receiving Grants from Claims 
Conference to Support Holocaust Survivors

Gideon Taylor, President of 
the Conference on Jewish Material 
Claims Against Germany (Claims 
Conference), announced  the allo-
cation of $720 million USD in funds 
to more than 300 social welfare 
organizations globally to support 
home care and supportive services 
for frail and vulnerable Holocaust 
survivors.

Gideon Taylor, President of 
the Claims Conference, said, “We 
are proud to announce this sig-
nificant allocation at a time when 
these funds are critical, due to the 
age, poverty and increasing disabil-
ity of our waning survivor popula-
tion, and as they also continue to 
face the ongoing uncertainty and 
threat of COVID-19. We know these funds provide 
vital support during these difficult times.”

In recent years, during negotiations with 
the German government, the Claims Confer-
ence pressed the urgent need to increase home 
care funding for Holocaust survivors both in the 
United States and across the globe. The new allo-
cations are distributed to social welfare organiza-
tions in regions where significant numbers of sur-
vivors live, to ensure vital services, such as home 
care, medical care, emergency assistance and food 
are available for Holocaust survivors in those re-
gions. Funds for these vital services provide a crit-
ical lifeline to frail, elderly Holocaust survivors in 
need around the world, enabling them to live out 
their remaining days in the dignity that was stolen 
from them in their youth.

Greg Schneider, Claims Conference Execu-
tive Vice President, said, “Survivors will be sup-
ported wherever they live, whether war-torn ar-
eas or conflict zones, and no matter the obstacle. 
Whether in the face of the ongoing pandemic, 
issues of inflation, or threat of war, we are com-
mitted to providing home care, food and medicine 
to elderly poor Holocaust survivors. We will con-
tinue to fight for more year-after-year to ensure 
every survivor has the care they deserve.”

These considerable funds constitute one 
of the largest allocations from any grant-making 
organization globally in one year and the largest 

amount ever allocated for Claims 
Conference in a single year. In 2021, 
the Claims Conference distributed 
$653 million USD in grants to over 
300 social service agencies world-
wide and this year the Claims Con-
ference estimates that the funds, 
through the grants and partner 
organizations, will reach approxi-
mately 120,000 survivors.

Among the organizations in 
the United States to receive grants 
is Westchester Jewish Community 
Services (WJCS), one of the largest 
not-for-profit human service agen-
cies in Westchester County. The 
funds allow WJCS to provide vital-
ly important services to Holocaust 
survivors in Westchester.

“We are grateful to the Claims Conference for 
their tireless efforts to obtain these much- needed 
additional resources,” said WJCS CEO Seth Dia-
mond. “WJCS is honored to serve Holocaust survi-
vors in Westchester, and we know these past two 
years have been very difficult for survivors. These 
additional funds will allow us to help make the 
next years healthier and more meaningful for the 
survivors we serve.”

Mark Sisisky, President of the American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), said, 
“I cannot overstate how critical these lifesaving 
funds from the Claims Conference are to ensure 
the well-being of survivors in the former Soviet 
Union. As we see in Ukraine, and throughout the 
region, crisis can erupt at a moment’s notice and 
increase the plight and needs of survivors and 
other elderly. The services we provide them in 
partnership with the Claims Conference are a 
literal lifeline of care, dignity, and hope for bet-
ter days.”

Representatives from 23 major Jewish or-
ganizations founded the Conference on Jewish 
Material Claims Against Germany (Claims Con-
ference) in 1951 in response to the West German 
government’s promise to make “material amends” 
to Jewish survivors of the Holocaust. The Claims 
Conference represents world Jewry in negotiating 
for compensation and restitution for Jewish sur-
vivors of the Holocaust and their heirs.

Seth Diamond

Funding Available to Support Nonprofits and Religious 
Organizations Impacted by Pandemic

The Westchester County Office of Economic 
Development is now accepting applications for 
the 2022 Westchester County Business FIRST 
grant program. This year’s grant program will 
provide up to $17 million to support nonprofits 
and religious organizations facing challenges as 
a result of the COVID-19 crisis. Applications will 
be accepted online starting February 22   and the 
application period will remain open for about four 
weeks.

Westchester County Executive George Lat-
imer said, “Our nonprofits and religious organiza-
tions have been a vital resource to the communi-
ties they support throughout the duration of the 
pandemic. This round of grant funding is an in-
vestment in organizations that are critical to our 
residents and in need of financial relief.”

Westchester County Director of Economic 
Development Bridget Gibbons said, “Westches-
ter County’s nonprofits and religious organiza-
tions play an important role in our community 
and our economy. Many of these organizations 
have faced an increased demand for services, sig-
nificant costs for personal protective equipment 
(PPE), loss of funding and other pandemic-relat-
ed challenges that have impacted their operating 

costs and income. This grant funding will help 
to cover some of their expenses as they continue 
providing invaluable services throughout our 
communities.”

Westchester County Business FIRST: Finan-
cial Investments for Recovery and a Sustainable 
Tomorrow provides immediate financial relief to 
organizations in Westchester County that have 
been negatively impacted by the pandemic. This 
round of funding will provide qualifying nonprof-
its and religious organizations with grants of up to 
$45,000. Grants will be provided on a reimburs-
able basis only and recipients must provide re-
ceipts to Community Capital before any funds will 
be disbursed.

The County is offering technical assistance 
to help nonprofit and religious organizations with 
the application process. The goal is to ensure that 
the process to complete the application and sub-
mit it, along with the required documentation, 
isn’t a barrier to potential applicants. To facilitate 
this a number of experienced nonprofits will be 
providing support, led by Jan Fisher, Executive 
Director of Nonprofit Westchester. Organizations 
needing help applying for a grant can email Busi-
ness-FIRST@westchestergov.com.

To be eligible for a grant, the organization’s 
primary location must be in Westchester County. 
The organization must be currently open with 
plans to stay open, or temporarily closed with 
plans to reopen in 2022.

Organizations who received funding from 
the federal government through the Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) or the Economic In-
jury Disaster Loan (EIDL) are eligible to apply but 
the use of the 2022 Business FIRST grant funds 
should not duplicate purposes. Organizations 
who received a Business FIRST Grant in 2020 
from Westchester County are not eligible for this 
grant opportunity, nor are organizations who re-
ceived or will receive a Shuttered Venue Opera-
tors Grant from the SBA.

The Westchester County Business FIRST 
grant program is being administered by the West-

chester County Office of Economic Development 
through the American Rescue Plan.

For more information on the application 
process, visit https://westchestercatalyst.com/
business-first-programs/grants/.

Westchester County Business FIRST: Finan-
cial Investments for Recovery and a Sustainable 
Tomorrow is a grant program designed to offer 
immediate financial relief to small businesses and 
nonprofits in Westchester County that have been 
negatively impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic

The Westchester County Office of Economic 
Development works to improve the County’s eco-
nomic well-being and quality of life.  This includes 
a broad range of activities to attract, create and re-
tain jobs, and to foster a resilient, pro-growth and 
inclusive economy. For information, visit https://
westchestercatalyst.com/.


